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OLYMPIA STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN HBCU VIDEO CONFERENCE 

Olympia students were on hand Thursday, September 28th to participate in the annual HBCU Video Conference.  Colleges and 

universities from across the country were present to share information about their institution.  Students were invited to ask ques-

tions after each college representative completed their presentation.  Many high schools from Richland One participated in the 

event. All in all, the experience proved to be enlightening and informative. 

IMPACT AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM BEGINS 

    Olympia’s IMPACT afterschool program got off to a great start.  The students  have really taken to the 

program and they look forward to being with each other, getting involved in the sessions, and having fun.  

One of the major sessions we offer in the program is the session on “Overcoming Obstacles”, led by Dr. L. 

Bridges and Mr. T. Holmes. In this session topics such as “Respect” and “Decision –making” are covered.  

The students get an opportunity to discuss and create scenarios that demonstrate their understanding of the 

topics. In the “decision-making “ lesson, students learn the six-steps in making an informed decision.  All 

of the lessons are designed to help the student navigate through obstacles that they may encounter in 

school and in life.  We also have the Academics/Career Ready 101 session led by  Mr. Chet Henderson 

and Ms. B. Carter.  In this session students continue to progress in their academic work.  Through the use 

of Edgenuity, a computer-based program, and through assigned work given by the teacher, students are 

able to stay on track with their class work.  Students also use this session to learn about careers.  By focus-

ing on their career interests students can set goals that keep them focused on staying in school and graduat-

ing.  In  S.T.E.M. led by Mr. William Rolison and Ms. Valabhapuram, the students get hands-on experi-

ence with scientific projects.  Some of the projects the students have done include-dissecting a pig heart; 

making slime; tracking the life cycle of the butterfly; building cars, doing forensic experiments, building a 

catapult, programming robots and much, much more.  These S.T.E.M. projects give the students an oppor-

tunity to try experiments that they have never done before.  IMPACT meets Tuesdays through Thursdays 

from 3:30pm-6:00pm.  Registration is still open for any student who wants to sign-up.  Bus transportation 

to the student’s neighborhood and dinner is provided.  Applications are available in the media center. 



P A G E  2  T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

Olympia Welcomes New 

Assistant Principal 
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Mrs. Bridget Bookert, 

Achieves National Recog-

nition 

Congratulations goes to Mrs. 

Bridget Bookert, Executive 

Secretary at Olympia Learn-

ing Center.  Mrs. Booker re-

cently obtained certification as 

an “Educational Office Em-

ployee.”  This honor is spon-

sored by the National Associa-

tion of Educational Office 

Professionals and requires 

rigorous training to achieve. 

“This has been a long arduous 

process, but hard work,  and 

perseverance pays off,” says 

Mrs. Bookert.  Mrs. Bookert 

currently serves as Secretary 

II and Bookkeeper as well as 

the  Princi-

pal's secre-

tary and has 

been work-

ing in the 

district for 

20 years.  

“We are very proud of Mrs. 

Bookert, she is the type of 

person that doesn’t give up.  

When she sets her mind on a 

goal she sticks with it until it 

is accomplished.  She is truly 

an asset to our school,” says 

Mr. White, Principal of Olym-

pia Learning Center. 

 

    The Olympia Learning Center 

Family welcomes Ms. Chastity 

Hanton to the 

Olympia Leaning 

Center.  Ms. Han-

ton is a graduate 

of South Carolina 

State University 

where she ob-

tained her BA and MS degrees.  

The also received a Master’s degree 

in Educational Leadership from 

Grand Canyon University.  Ms. 

Hanton is no stranger to education, 

she taught Family and Consumer 

Sciences at Lower Richland High 

School and taught Culinary Arts in 

the Orangeburg School District II.  

She became the Director of Student 

Nutrition for Fairfield County 

Schools and worked in Family and 

Consumer Science in Horry County 

at Conway High School.  Ms. Han-

ton came to Olympia from C.A. 

Johnson High School where she 

served as a JAG Specialist and As-

sistant Principal.  She plans to con-

tinue her education and pursue a 

doctoral degree.  Ms. Hanton says, 

“I am excited to be here at Olympia  

Learning Center serving as the As-

sistant Principal of Curriculum and 

Instruction. I look forward to work-

ing with the students, faculty and 

staff.”  

Olympia Students Share Book in  

The “Read For The Record”  Challenge 

   Students from Carver Lyon Elementary School enjoyed the  book 

“Quackers’’ by Liz Wong read by  students from Olympia Learning 

Center via video conference.   “Read For The Record” is a special 

worldwide initiative sponsored by 

Jumpstart that featured  people from 

around the world reading the same book in 

order to promote reading. Our students 

enjoyed reading the book to the children at 

Carver Lyon and were glad to be included 

in over 1 million people who took part in 

this world wide event. 

ATP Program and Flexible Learning 

By Gregory T. Pickett, MPA, M.Ed.  

 

Flexible learning is the practice in education that involves 

increasing flexibility in the requirements, time and loca-

tion of study, teaching and assessment for students.  The 

ATP Program at Olympia Learning Center was established 

as a flexible learning environment to provide an additional 

pathway for student support and academic achievement.  

The goals of ATP are to:  

 Improve Academic Achievement 

 Increase High School Graduation Rate 

 Expose Students to Future Educational, Career and 

Technical Opportunities 

 Provide a Safe, Inclusive and Accepting Environment 

 Create a  “Family” Environment of Student Support in 

all Programs 

 Ensure Community and Family Involvement 
We have enjoyed a successful start to the school year with 

several student taking advantage of this flexible learning 

environment.  As we begin the second quarter of the 2017-

2018 school year, here are a few updates and reminders 

regarding the ATP Program at Olympia Learning Center: 

The ATP Program operates from 3:30 to 7:30pm 

Monday-Thursday.  It is imperative that students 

are here on time and remain for the duration of 

the program to ensure they have the necessary 

time to complete their academic work for the day.  

Students who regularly come late, leave early or 

are absent will be referred to Guidance for an 

Attendance Intervention Plan. 

On Fridays, students are to log in to E2020 from home 

and complete 6 hours of work.  Please let us 

know immediately if you do not have access to a 

computer at home. 

For credit recovery classes, students must complete at 

least 60 hours of instructional time to recover the 

credit.  For credit accrual classes, students must 

complete at least 120 hours of instruction time to 

earn the credit.   

ATP students can still receive services from the sup-

port staff at Olympia Learning Center including 

the Guidance Counselors, Social Worker, Librari-

an, LRADAC, behavior counseling or other ser-

vices.  Please let us know if there are any support 

services your child would benefit from.   

The direct telephone line to the ATP room (C13) is 

803-400-1680. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesi-

tate to contact me at 803-400-1650 during normal school 

hours and 803-400-1680 from 3:30-7:30pm Monday-

Thursday.  I can also be reached via email at grego-

ry.pickett@richlandone.org. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

 

By Career & Personal Development Specialist Sally Lakin 

Parent Information Sessions 

This has been an exciting and productive quarter with our 

parents at Olympia Learning Center.  In addition to our 

weekly Passport Parent Orientation, we have offered five 

parent information sessions which have been interactive 

and well attended by parents.  The topics have been Bully-

ing, Conflict Resolution Tips for Parents, 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective Teens, MEBA Resources (Ways Parents 

Can Help Teens Succeed in School) and Attendance Mat-

ters. 

The purpose of these sessions have been to offer parents 

tools that they can use to help guide their student in mak-

ing better decisions, and an opportunity to help their stu-

dent become proactive instead of reactive.  Monique Hes-

sell, the school’s social worker, assisted by presenting a 

session on Bullying and Attendance Matters,   Mary 

Snipes with MEBA shared a plethora of resources availa-

ble to parents and students, and Sallie Lakin presented on 

Bullying, Conflict Resolution Tips for Parents, 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective Teens and the Parent Portal tool availa-

ble to all parents. 

Per our parent evaluations, all presenters were well pre-

pared and the sessions were 

interesting and very informa-

tive.   

Though all of our parents are 

required to attend two 90 

minutes parent sessions prior 

to their student returning to 

their home school, all parents 

are invited to attend all of the 

upcoming parent sessions 

listed below. Topics will include Anger Management, Dis-

cipline vs. Punishment, Managing Stress, SCOIS Infor-

mation for Parents,  Internet Safety and other topics as 

needed. 

 
For additional information regarding the parent sessions please contact 

Sallie Lakin at    803-400-1662 at Olympia Learning Center between the 

hours of 8:00 a.m.  – 4:00 p.m. 

Session II November  7  
&  14 

December 5  
&  12 

  

Session 
III 

January     23 February   4   
&  20 

  

Session 
IV 

March       27 April        10   
&  24 

May 8   &   
24 

Let the Career Exploration Journey 
Begin! 

Nothing opens the mind of a student like exploring 

new careers.  As the Career and Development Special-

ist, one of my goals is to ensure that all of our students 

are exposed to new exciting careers, and are able to 

chart their journey to their career of choice.  As a 

means to discovering these careers we will use SCOIS 

(South Carolina Occupational Information System), a 

career development tool available to our students 

through the state of South Carolina.  All students are 

assigned a username and password to SCOIS and are 

offered hands on lessons each week that allow them to 

explore who they are, where they are and where they 

would like to go on their career exploration journey. 

Through a collaboration with teachers, students com-

plete individual career interest assessments.  The re-

sults from the completed assessments provide students 

with a top ten list of careers from which their exciting 

journey of exploring careers begin.   Based on the re-

sults of their assessments, collaborations are estab-

lished with the community, volunteers, local business-

es and colleges, which provide additional career infor-

mation and experiences for the students.  

SCOIS provides students the opportunity to create an 

online portfolio which they may continue to develop 

throughout their educational career.  The portfolio is 

transferable to their home school once the student 

completes the program at Olympia Learning Center. 

SCOIS is one way we encourage students to explore 

and grow in their knowledge of careers that are availa-

ble each day. 



"The Olympia Learning Center will provide opportunities for students 

to reach their maximum potential through diverse and innovative 

academic, career, support, and life skills programs in an alternative 

setting using non-traditional and challenging approaches that foster 

collaboration among staff, post secondary institutions, and community 

agencies. " 

621 Bluff Rd. 
Columbia, SC 29201 

From The Principal ’s Desk  
M r .  N a t h a n  W h i t e  

Phone: 803.400-1650 
 

Excellence by Design 

OLYMPIA LEARNING CENTER 
 

You can find us on the 

web at 

Olympia.richlandone.org 

T H E  O L Y M P I A N  

Welcome Parents and 

Students of Olympia 

Learning Center 

 

I am extremely delighted to 

have this opportunity to work 

with each and every one of 

you for the 2017 – 2018 

school year. This year 

promises to be a year of  great 

opportunities for academic 

growth and creative planning 

for our students' future. 

 

 

Olympia Learning Center was 

created for students who are 

seeking alternative pathways 

to success. Our unique 

instructional support systems 

allow for smaller class sizes, 

individualized instruction in 

small groups, differentiated 

instructional delivery, 

interactive educational 

programs, and a variety of 

educational courses through 

Edgenuity (better known as 

E2020). Our faculty and staff 

are well trained professionals 

working in concert with 

district school personnel 

along with a great central 

office staff designed to offer 

first class vertical support to 

our students, parents, and 

business community. 

 

 

It is my desire to welcome 

each of you to what I am 

claiming will be your best 

school year ever. All it takes 

is your desire to do the same. 

Our doors are always open 

and we invite our parents, 

guardians, and our 

community business partners 

to be a part of the Olympia 

experience. 

Nathan White, Principal 

Dr. Craig Witherspoon, 

Superintendent 


